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Abstract:

Social media platforms are a space teeming with various written, audio, and visual
content and messages that influence users, especially young people, as they are
the most frequent visitors to these platforms. This influence extends beyond
discussing youth in general to addressing the impact on university youth,
considering them an important segment of society and an elite group among their
peers.

Amidst these considerations, this descriptive study employs a survey
methodology to explore the reality of "the impact of social media on the social
values of university youth in the southeastern Algerian provinces." The study aims
to shed light on the habits and patterns of university youth in using social media,
the value-based motivations driving them to access these platforms, and the
various positive and negative effects that social media usage has on their social
values.

This study relies on a questionnaire distributed in the field to respondents.
Regarding the study sample, the field study was conducted on a sample of
university youth in the provinces of El Oued, Biskra, and Ouargla. A non-
probability quota sampling method was used, ensuring an equal distribution
between males and females, with 20 individuals selected from each faculty and
department in the university.

As aresult, a total of 520 individuals were surveyed across the three universities:
160 individuals from the University of El Oued (80 males and 80 females), 160
from the University of Biskra (80 males and 80 females), and 200 from the
University of Ouargla (100 males and 100 females).

The study yielded several findings that answer the research questions:



- The habits and patterns of university youth using social media varied according
to the intensity of usage. Some platforms were used more extensively than others,
such as Facebook, YouTube, and TikTok. Interaction with video content was
more common compared to images and text posts.

- The value-based motivations for university youth's engagement with social
media included escaping daily pressures, staying updated with news and
developments, and interacting with values related to solidarity and environmental
conservation.

- Social media content encourages university youth to practice various social
values, such as kindness to neighbors, helping those in need, and engaging in
volunteer work.

Negative social values are frequently circulated on social media, but university
youth generally do not engage with them, disregarding them entirely due to their
outright rejection of values such as hypocrisy, bullying, betrayal, and lying.

Key words: Effect, Social media, Social values, University youth.
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