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Summary:

This thesis explores the urban space and its socio—cultural significance in
the novel Requiem of the Cardinal by Algerian writer Salim Bhatka. It highlights
how the city transforms from a neutral backdrop into an active element in
shaping the narrative vision. The study adopts an approach that combines
narrative analysis with a sociological perspective, portraying the city as a space
that reflects social transformations, psychological fractures, and the individual’s
struggles within the urban society.

The thesis also addresses the symbolic dimension of the title and the
interaction of characters with the city, which emerges as a living entity that
influences behavior and mirrors social and political crises. Ultimately, the urban
space in the novel is seen as a mirror of the tormented Algerian self and a
distorted urban reality in the aftermath of a period marked by violence and
unrest.

Keywords: Space — City — Requiem of the Cardinal — Salim Bhatka — Socio-

cultural meanings — Characters — Plot.
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