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Abstract:

This paper examines the narrative of history in the novel " wadaa tolaytela"
through a critical approach that combines theoretical and applied analysis. The
research begins by defining the conceptual framework necessary to understand
the complex relationship between narrative and history. Narration is viewed as a
mechanism for reshaping historical events within an artistic structure that
respects the conditions of imagination, while history is invoked as narrative
material to be reformulated according to a literary perspective. The paper
addresses mechanisms for narrating history, such as flashbacks, temporal
overlap, multiple viewpoints, and other narrative tools that enable the novelist to
reconstruct collective memory in the form of a literary tale. It also reviews the
stages of development of the historical novel, beginning with the classical form
of the historical novel with Walter Scott and continuing through the
transformations that occurred in the new novel, where the focus shifted to
intersecting subjectivity with history and deconstructing grand narratives. In the
applied aspect, the study opens up to the novel " wadaa tolaytela ' through an
analysis of textual thresholds, such as the title and cover, as interpretive
approaches that reveal the work's aesthetic and thematic orientation. Characters
are also analyzed, particularly those representing historical figures or carrying
symbolic connotations, along with the poetics of temporal and spatial spaces,
where Andalusia appears as a space where identities and histories intersect. The
memorandum also monitors the poetics of the plot in terms of dramatic
construction and the alternation of events, and the metaphorical construction that
lends a symbolic character to the historical experience, in addition to examining
the poetics of language, making the novel a poetic text in narrative guise. The
study highlights how " wadaa tolaytela " employs history as a perspective for
understanding individual and collective transformations, not as a documentary
purpose but as a tool for revealing conflicts of identity, exile, and belonging. By
blending the real and the imaginary, the novel opens an interpretive horizon that
reconsiders the relationship of the Arab self with its Andalusian past,
transforming the historical event into material for aesthetic and intellectual
awareness. Thus, the historical novel becomes a space for thinking about
memory and destiny rather than a restoration of finished events.
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