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Abstract

This dissertation addresses the topic of the human crisis in the philosophy of Edmund Husserl, a crisis
that forms a central axis for understanding the profound transformations that modern Western thought
has undergone. Husserl observed that despite the scientific and technological advancement of
European civilization, it had entered an existential crisis that threatens the true meaning of both
humanity and reason. Husserl maintains that this crisis is not merely the result of wars or political
unrest, but rather stems from a deviation of the Western philosophical project from its original aim—
namely, the pursuit of truth and the guidance of human life toward intellectual and spiritual
fulfillment. With the dominance of positivist thinking, science became self-enclosed, concerned solely
with objective facts while neglecting the epistemological and spiritual foundations that give human
existence its meaning. Therefore, this study aims to shed light on a set of key concepts proposed by
Husserl to revive philosophy through the adoption of his phenomenological method, which is based on
“a return to the things themselves,” that is, to lived experience and to consciousness as the foundation
of all knowledge. This method is not only intended to renew philosophy but also to rescue the human
being from the loss of meaning and to restore the critical spirit that has characterized philosophy since
ancient Greece. Accordingly, this work is grounded in an analysis of Husserl’s vision of the crisis,
showing how his call to return to the rational self-constitutes an attempt to revive philosophy as a
universal human project. This study also seeks to highlight the relevance of Husserl’s perspective in
addressing contemporary challenges, which continue to reflect aspects of the crisis he described over a
century ago.
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