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Abstract:

This study aims to explore and understand university students’ attitudes toward the use of
artificial intelligence (Al) journalism amid the rapid technological transformations taking place
in the media environment. The importance of this topic stems from its relevance to a vital sector
where digital media intersects with the Fourth Industrial Revolution, fundamentally altering
journalists' roles and news production methods. This necessitates a deeper understanding of
how the university generation, as future media actors, interacts with these changes.

The study employed a descriptive-analytical approach and was theoretically grounded in
the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) and the Diffusion of Innovations Theory. These two
models were used to analyze students’ motivations and behaviors regarding the adoption of Al
journalism, focusing on variables such as perceived usefulness, ease of use, behavioral

intention, and the innovation adoption stages.

A field study was conducted using a questionnaire administered to a purposive sample of
second-year Master’s students in audiovisual media, as they are considered the most qualified
to grasp the phenomenon under study due to their specialized training and exposure to modern

technologies.
The main findings of the study revealed the following:

— Students expressed notably positive attitudes toward adopting Al journalism, recognizing
its effectiveness in data collection, processing speed, and editorial accuracy.

— Most respondents showed conditional trust in Al-generated content, stressing the
importance of preserving ethical standards in automated journalism.

— Structural barriers to adoption were identified, including weak university training, lack of
pedagogical guidance, language barriers, and poor digital literacy.

— The analysis showed strong alignment between the findings and the theoretical models, as
perceived usefulness and ease of use had a direct impact on behavioral intention, while
innovation attributes (relative advantage, compatibility, and trialability) helped explain

differences among respondents.

In light of previous theories and studies (e.g., Dbaissi, 2022; Berrik, 2019), the Algerian

experience shares common concerns with other Arab contexts—such as reliability and limited



professional training—but stands out with a strong youth readiness to adopt Al tools, provided

a supportive environment is in place.

Keywords: Journalism, Artificial Intelligence, Trends
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