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Shifts of meaning in ancient Arabic poetry Tracing the cultural paradigms in the poem

"Araaka A'asya dam'aa by Abu Firas Al-Hamdani as a model*

Abstract:

The present research paper aims to elucidate the semantic dimensions of ancient Arabic poetry,
by choosing a poem that gained wide fame in the Arabic poetry in general, and ancient poetry in
particular. The poem is titled Araaka A'asya dam'aa by Abu Firas Al-Hamdani. The researcher

used the paradigms of cultural criticism as it fits with the poem, as linguistic structures stimulate



the reception of deep structures in different contexts, reflecting verbal ramifications that do not
give themselves easily to the reader, slipping between one pattern and another without pretension

or drowning in disguise.
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