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Ahmed Ridha Houhou's(1911-1956) Reformative thoughts and
Cultural Resistance Through The Short Story
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Abstract :
Ahmed Ridha Houhou (1911- 1956) is considered as one of the pioneers
of the Algerian modern literature. Well-renowned as a short story writer,
he used this literary genre in the Reformist Movement in Algeria lead by
the Algerian Muslim Scientists' Association that he was an activist in.
His story collection " Namadhidge Bachariya ", " Ma'a Himar Elhakim ",
" Ghada Oum Elqora", " Sahibat Elwahi " and other ones contained
reformative thoughts criticising old mentalities which were dominant in
then societies such as trivializing women and depriving them from
education, as well as fake Sufism that exploited people under the cover of

religion. He also criticised the then educational curricula. The Islamic
dimension is well-present in his story-telling. = He sought the
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consolidation of the authentic Islamic culture as well as education to
hinder the colonial cultural invasion which promoted ignorance and
despised the people.

Keywords: The Short Story; the social fabric; the cultural heritage; the
Islamic dimension; the reformist dimension.
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