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Summary

This study seeks to explore the socio-cultural and economic factors that led to the
formation of criminal groups in the state of Tebessa by utilizing various mechanisms of the
case study approach with a criminal biography style. The researcher relied on interview
and observation as tools to collect data from a snowball sample represented by a group of
respondents estimated at fifteen from an unlimited community. Of the results of this study
are:

The social dimensions of the interviewees’ background tend to complement each

other, among them, family, school, friends, work community, and neighbourhood. Each of
them is distinct from the other and all contribute to the creation of a tendency to join the
examined gangs. However, the contradiction between the outdated social values and the
exigencies of today’s social progress and its impact on the emergence of gangs are to be
highlighted also in this research.

Gangs are born as an unhealthy cultural reaction that was triggered by the
interviewees’ inclination to achieve social status. Other value-based images have also
emerged that push for this: virility, charisma, protection and climbing the ladder of
criminal acts. These values are considered contradictory given that they flow from both the
subcultures and the original ones. The criteria set for joining these groups are almost
publicity-driven because they tempt membership based on the personal benefits that can be
gained, the absence of special language or code and no ideological slogans of rotating
leadership. In addition, it is devoid of any future goals. Interestingly, social media effects
play a pivotal role in a chaotic and value-shaken community because of the multiplicity of
many value-generating actors.

The causality of economic factors is complete in the formation of the criminal
groups studied whose primary goal is to generate income regardless of being affected by
some classical economic conditions represented by poverty, unemployment, low income
and poor purchasing power or other motivations like pursuing financial independence or
the desire to possess large fortunes. Furthermore, many other factors like the hard-to-
achieve necessities of daily life or the danger of bankruptcy do share in the provision of a
fertile ground for joining gangs because of the low-performing economy.

Keywords: crime .gangs., social factor, cultural factor, economic factor,



