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A Doctoral Thesis

Urbanism and Society in the Qases of Central Maghreb ( theZab as a
Model) From the 6™ Century AH (12" AD) to the 9" Century AH (15"
AD)

Student: RECIOUI Abdellah
Specialization: The History of Central Maghreb
Abstract

This study falls into historical researches which aim at discovering the
interactive relationship between urbanism and society in the oases of Central
Maghreb, using the Zab region as a model during the period from the sixth to
the ninth century AH (12 AD- 15 AD). The study departs from that urbanism
1s regarded as a physical reflection of the movement of the society and its
transformations; while the society is the actual occupant of this space,
especially amid the deep changes brought about by Arabization due to the
settlement of the theBanuHilal expatriate tribes after tensions with the local
Berber groups.

The study highlights the effect of this overlap in the emergence of new political
entities, represented by the Emirates of BanuMuzni and Riyah, which reshaped
the Zab’s political and social scenes, based on relations of circumstantial
allegiance to major powers in order to serve their interests, starting from
Almohad state to the three states constituting the Maghreb , namely the Hafsid,
Zayyanid and Marinid states; benefiting from the stages of prosperity fora
distinguished urban construction after their transition from nomadism to
civilization.

However, this settlement was not permanent because the land of Al-
Zabwitnessed waves of urban deterioration as a result of conflicts between the
BanuHilal tribes and the ruling authorities. The ruin of the Zab after the attack
of the Marinid Sultan Abu Inan is regarded among the most prominent
examples of the destructive effect of the political conflict on the local
architecture. The study finds that the interactions between the tribal structure
and political transitions contributed to shaping features of an urbanism specific
to the Zab, which eventually led to destroying and ruining monuments that
chronicled a lifestyle of tribes described as subversive
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