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Summary:

In 1922, the League of Nations placed Palestine, which was among the former
Ottoman territories, under United Kingdom administration. All of these territories
eventually became completely independent states except Palestine, and in addition
to "providing administrative assistance and advice", the British Mandate incorporated
the Balfour Declaration of 1917, expressing its support for the establishment of a
national homeland for the Jewish people in Palestine. During the Mandate period
from 1922 to 1947, there was large-scale Jewish immigration, most of which came
from Eastern Europe, and these numbers doubled in the 1930s as a result of Nazi
persecution. Arab demands for independence and resistance to immigration resulted
in the 1937 rebellion, followed by continued terrorism and violence on both sides.
The United Kingdom attempted to achieve independence in a land torn by violence
through various formulas. In 1947, the United Kingdom referred the Palestine
problem to the United Nations.

After considering other alternatives, the United Nations, through its resolution 181
(a) of 1947, proposed ending the British Mandate and dividing Palestine into two
independent states, one Arab-Palestinian and the other Jewish, with the
internationalization of Jerusalem. One state declared its independence as the State
of Israel, and in its 1948 war with neighboring Arab countries, this state expanded to
include 77 percent of the territory of Palestine, including the largest part of
Jerusalem. As a result, more than half of the Palestinian Arab population fled or was
expelled. Jordan and Egypt controlled the rest of the lands specified by Resolution
181 for the Arab state.
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