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Summary:

Polyphony is considered a modern artistic phenomenon that entered the
world of the novel coming from the world of music. Mikhail Bakhtin is
considered the founder and theorist of this technique, through his study of the
works of Fyodor Dostoevsky, whom he considered the creator of the polyphonic
novel. In the polyphonic novel, the writer employs many characters with
different connotations of their voice, patterns of awareness, and ideological
agreement, and gives them equal space to present and defend their ideas without
giving priority to one character over another. In all of this, we find him using a
set of methods that enhance the dialogic feature of the novel, such as
hybridization, stylization, and pure dialogues. The novelist Abdul Wahab
Issawi borrowed this technique in the novel The Spartan Diwan. After studying
it, we can describe it as a polyphonic novel, because it fulfills the conditions for

this characteristic in it, whether in terms of characters or style.

Keywords: the polyphonic novel, Mikhail Bakhtin, the Spartan Diwan, Abdel
Wahab Issawi



