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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the constitutional and legal framework governing
the work of the governorate councils in Jordan, and to identify the role and function
of the governorate councils, and the method of election and appointment of members
of the governorate councils, the study concluded that the constitutional and legal
framework regulating the work of the governorate councils in Jordan is represented
by the Jordanian constitution of 1952 and its amendments, and the law of
decentralization no. (49) of 2015, and that the governorate council is an elected
council and enjoys a legal personality of financial and administrative independence.
(85%) of its members are elected directly by citizens while (15%) by the Jordanian
government, the governorate councils were elected for the first time in Jordan in
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2017, and that the governorate councils have worked to broaden the base of popular
participation in local governance, the study recommended the need to all members of
the governorate councils be elected directly by the citizens, and the need to increase
the powers and functions of governorate councils.

Keywords: governorate councilll; decentralization; local governance, political
participation.
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