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Abstract:

Modern and contemporary Arab theater is a small social universe, but it is far-
reaching and a profound impact as it touches the heart and dreams. The reader, or
spectator, watches himself in the theatrical work and is therefore drawn to see
himself, through others. The self is often unveiled, when it finds an instigator and a
catalyst . And the catalyst for her is the other . If we focus ourselves on theatrical
work, it means: either we are purified by Aristotle’s concept of the role of drama, or
we revolt against reality and change it, or we try to form an aesthetic alternative to it
according to Bertolt Brecht’s concept.

This play that we are reading (The Calf in the Imam’s Belly) by the famous
Yemeni playwright, Muhammad Al-Sharafi, has captured a bitter historical heritage,
and a mythical reality which Yemeni people had experienced at the same time ,and
History was a mirror of this theatrical event, and therefore the spectator or reader of
this play is forced to place before him a specific historical and heritage era in the
history of Yemen, and to establish between him and the space of this era relationships
of amazement and strangeness, so that this relationship will push him to consider the
theatrical text itself as a space. Magically and Mythically: As the space of the
theatrical text turns into a magical space, the characters in this space also form this
strange space with a new theatrical technique, so the space of myth becomes a space
of the event.

The space of the realistic text becomes stranger than the space of myth and
legend that the Imam was instilling in the souls of the Yemeni people, and reality
becomes stranger than imagination, as Dostoyevsky put it.

The theatrical event in this play appears imagined and framed, but in the end
it draws from a field of reference and heritage, and thus shapes much of its creative
vision from this field. If there was not historical space of the Imamate’s authority,
Muhammad Al-Sharafi would not have been able to create these theatrical spaces full
of vitality and movement, and he would not be able to address the tragedies of this
broad humanitarian sector that has been historically and politically oppressed. Our
joint study comes to show the most important tragedies and the role of the Imam, the
ruler of Yemen, and his authority in perpetuating these tragedies. By broadcasting the
concepts of magic, superstition, oppression, and tyranny.

key words: Yemeni theater ; magic ; history ; myth ;tales of the elves
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