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Abstract

This study examines the history of the city of Tlemcen during the Zianid period,
tfocusing on its political, economic, and cultural development, as well as its relations

with sub-Saharan Africa. The study is divided into three main chapters:

The first chapter presents the history of the city of Tlemcen from its founding to the
Zianid period, emphasizing its development and strategic importance as a cultural
and commercial center in the central Maghreb, while also examining its influence in
the region. It also examines its role in the Islamic conquests and its expansion over

the centuries.

The second chapter discusses the trade routes connecting Tlemcen to regions of sub-
Saharan Africa, such as the Tlemcen—Sijilmassa—Timbuktu route, and explains the
importance of these routes in the exchange of goods and cultures between the north
and south. It also addresses the difterent types of trade routes: land, sea, and Saharan,

and their impact on the local economy and international relations.

The third chapter analyzes economic activities in Tlemcen during the Zianid era,
focusing on agriculture, industry, and trade. The agricultural sector, including
cereals, fruits, and vegetables, was a pillar of economic development. The study also
examines artisanal trades, such as textiles and pottery. The role of markets in
strengthening trade relations between Tlemcen and the Sahel countries is also

discussed.

The conclusion indicates that Tlemcen was a strategic crossroads between the central
Maghreb and sub-Saharan Africa, playing an important role in trade and the
transmission of cultures and knowledge between the north and south. The study also
demonstrates the city's importance in local economic dynamism and trans-Saharan
trade. Keywords: Tlemcen, Zianides, trade relations, sub-Saharan Africa, trade
routes, markets, agriculture, industry, culture. Financial Statements, Small

Enterprises, Balance Sheet, Income Statements
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