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Summary

Title: Socio-cultural Obstacles Facing Women Entrepreneurs and their

Implications for Sustainable Development in Algeria

o A Field Study in the Districts of Cheraia and BIR MOKADDEM -
Tebessa Province

The integration of women entrepreneurs into the world of work constitutes

a crucial theme in the sociology of organization and work, reflecting a

process of modernization and openness to the wider world. Algerian women

In various regions of the country have entered the entrepreneurial sphere,

which has opened up new avenues for contributing to sustainable

development in Algeria. Attention has been focused on women in this
context due to the socio-cultural obstacles, barriers, and impediments they
encounter.

The obstacles and barriers faced by women entrepreneurs in Algeria are

social and cultural, relating, for example, to language, religion, values,

customs, and traditions. The woman entrepreneur belongs to an
environment characterized by a certain specificity, which hinders her
progress in this field and stands between her and her active participation in
sustainable development. This study was therefore undertaken to
understand the implications of these socio-cultural obstacles for women
entrepreneurs and their impact on sustainable development in the districts of

Cheraia and Bir EI-Moukadem (Tebessa Province), by attempting to reveal

the following:

1. The implications of social obstacles on the ability of women
entrepreneurs to contribute to social development.

2. The implications of gender-based discrimination on the integration of
women into the economic fabric of development.

3. The implications of cultural obstacles on the contribution of women
entrepreneurs to the adoption of environmental standards.

This study also aims to assess the impact of these obstacles on the capacity
of women entrepreneurs to contribute effectively to the three dimensions of
sustainable development: the social (e.g., job creation, social cohesion), the
economic (growth, innovation, market integration), and the environmental
(adoption of environmentally friendly practices).
A mixed-methods approach (combining quantitative and qualitative
methodologies) was adopted, along with descriptive analysis. To achieve
the study's results, observation was used alongside a validated questionnaire
consisting of 44 items, paralleled by an interview guide comprising 9 items
covering the study's variables. A purposive sample was selected, consisting
of 30 individuals for the questionnaire and 6 individuals for the interviews.

The most prominent findings are as follows:

The results of this study show that the socio-cultural obstacles encountered

by women entrepreneurs in Algeria have negative repercussions on all three

dimensions of sustainable development:

« Social Dimension: These obstacles lead to the dissipation of women's
energy in a daily struggle with family responsibilities, deprive society of
inspiring female role models in non-traditional fields, and perpetuate the
perception of certain work as “shameful” (‘ayb), which limits women's
effective social participation.

o [Economic Dimension: Hidden institutional discrimination hinders
women's access to financing, increases the cost of borrowing, channels
them into low-value-added sectors, and weakens their competitiveness,
thereby limiting their contribution to GDP and wealth creation.



« Environmental Dimension: Pressing economic priorities, a weak
consumer culture, and the absence of government support lead to the
marginalization of the environmental dimension, the wastage of
exploitable resources, and a decline in women's focus on sustainability
when faced with survival challenges.

The socio-cultural obstacles in Algeria, embodied in a deeply entrenched
system of stereotypes and demeaning assumptions, constitute a ""thick glass
ceiling”and an insulating wall that prevents the ""woman
entrepreneur' from transforming from a mere "individual economic
actor seeking a  livelihood into  a'societal development
actor™ contributing to a comprehensive national renaissance.

Keywords: Sociological  obstacles,  Cultural ~ obstacles, Women
entrepreneurs, Sustainable development in Algeria
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