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This study aims at highting the roots of the Donatical
schism, and the background of the Donatical-Catholic conflict
in the ancient maghreb, which dates back to the persecution of
christians by the emperor Dioc/étianus during the period (303-
305 A.D.), which led to the rebelling of many of them. The
problem of devision nas strongly raised in the African church.
The schism is dedicated to the influence of CaecilianusBishop
of Carthage in 311 A.D., after death of Mensurius, the African
church found itself was divided between two Bishops and two
parties : the Donatist church and the Catholic church.

Saint ~Augustine entered the arena of conflict since 392
A.D., at the head of his Bishop Hippo-Régius (Annaba
currentlyy, he presided over the Hippone complex in 393 A.D.,
which condemned the Donatists, and for more than a century,
The Donatist Church stood in the face the Catholic church and
the Roman temporel authority that supported it until the
Carthage debate was help at the request of the emperor, who
approved the principle of attending and forbidding the
Donatism ofticially in 411 A.D.

Key Words : Saint Augustine, the Donatist church, the
Catholic church, the Carthage debate, the Schism.
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