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The struggle of elites and its impact on the educational policy in Algeria
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Abstract:

Educational policies have an outstanding position in the decision-makers’
agenda, assuming that it is a means for achieving development, and at the same
time it is an effective tool in the hands of the political system to maintain its
stability. Given the importance of this educational sector to influence actors in
public politics as well as in society, Algeria has known several reforms that have
affected the educational system and were characterized by an intellectual and
ideological conflict between the Francophone current and the national Arab
movement. In this paper, we will study the role of elites in designing educational
policies in Algeria by focusing on two varying propositions; the first one defending
the idea of linking educational curricula with the Algerian cultural and historical
heritage, and its foreignizing opponent which strives to connect the Algerian
school with the French values, its civilizations and culture.

Key words: Educational policy; Elite; Educational curricula; ldeological
struggle; School.
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