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Abstract :

The Almoravid state in the Sahara was founded on the basis of a
religious reform movement led by a group of scholars, most notably
Abdullah ibn Yasin. It sought to spread the teachings of tolerant
religion and eliminate deviant ideas contrary to religion. It began to
extend its influence until it was able to establish a state that included
several regions from the lands of Sudan in the west to the lands of
Morocco and Andalusia in the north. One of the most important
regions that the Almoravids managed to annex to their rule was the
central Maghreb region. Several factors helped them to annex it and
reach their base in Tlemcen, which they made their second capital.
Tlemcen became one of their most important provinces in the Islamic
West, and their prince, Yusuf ibn Tashfin, worked to take care of it by
building the city of Takrur, which became one of the best economic
and scientific centers in the central and far Maghreb over time. The
Almoravids' concern for the province of Tlemcen is evident in
appointing the best governors to oversee its affairs, considering it a
military base from which the Almoravid armies launched their
conquests, especially those aimed at Andalusia.

During the Almoravid era, Tlemcen witnessed great prosperity in

various economic and scientific aspects, becoming a destination for
many traders, craftsmen, scholars, and writers. Consequently, it
became the most important center of economy and culture in the
Islamic West. The Almoravids left behind several civilizational
achievements, the most important of which is the Tlemcen Mosque,
which still exists to this day as a testimony to the urban development
that Tlemcen witnessed during their era. The Almoravid presence in

the province of Tlemcen and the lands of Morocco remained until
their downfall at the hands of the Almohad state in 539 AH / 1145 CE.

Keywords: Tlemcen, Almoravids, political development,
civilizational development, Almohads.
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