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Abstract:

An analysis of Zionist activity in Algeria from 1830 to 1962 reveals that it
was not a widespread, mass phenomenon within the Jewish community.
Initially, it remained confined to a narrow circle of notables and intellectuals
influenced by European Zionist thought, particularly those with direct ties to
Zionist centers in France and Switzerland. While the French-language Jewish
press played a role in disseminating Zionist ideas to Algeria, this was
insufficient to generate a comprehensive mobilization among the Jewish
population. This was due to the deep commitment of the majority to the project
of assimilation into French society, given their status as French citizens under

the Crémieux Decree of 1870.

Thus, it can be argued that Zionist activity in Algeria, despite its limitations
and weak social roots, played a complementary role within a broader framework
encompassing French colonial policies and Algerian national transformations.
These factors combined to contribute to the elimination of the historical Jewish
presence in Algeria after independence, marking the end of a community whose
roots stretched back centuries. This paved the way for a new narrative regarding
the relationship between Judaism and Algeria, a narrative oscillating between
national identity and the allure of assimilation into the West, and between

French colonialism and the global Zionist project.

Keywords: Zionist activity, Algerian Jews, Zionist project.
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Algeria, NYU Press, 1994, pp. 278-280
2 Benjamin Stora, Les trois exils: Juifs d'Algérie, Paris, Stock, 2006, pp. 105-107.
1082 charles-Robert Ageron, Les Juifs d'Algérie, Paris, Editions Complexe, 1993, pp. 134-136.
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1243 Jacques Lazare, Etudes sociales algériennes, 1959.
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indigenes des départements de I'Algérie sont déclarés citoyens francais; en
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24 octobre 1870. « Signé ." AD. CUKMIEUX, L» GAMBKTTA,AL. GLAIS-
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