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Abstract

This study endeavors to analyze and interpret the marriage rites, the expressions of their
symbolism and function, and the communicative patterns among individuals who practice
these rites in the city of Gemare. It investigates how these marriage rites shape the cultural
and societal identity of individuals and their involvement in the process of socialisation,
drawing from inherited customs and traditions. This is framed by the central question: What
are the most salient marriage rites within the Ouled Abdelkader lineage in the city of Gemare,
what are the key symbols and their significations, what are their functions in preserving
identity, and how is the communicative system formed through them? To address this central
issue, the following subsidiary questions are posed:

e How are symbols and their significations manifested within marriage rites, and what
are their meanings?

e What are the primary functions performed by marriage rites within the local
community?

e How is the communicative system structured within marriage rites?

The study employed the ethnographic method as it is the most appropriate for understanding
the reality and facets of the study, providing an accurate description and analysis.
Furthermore, the historical method was also utilised through the collection of tangible and
oral heritage and an attempt to delve into the history of the region and its rites to elucidate
current practices in wedding celebrations regarding inherited customs and traditions. The
study sample was confined to families of the Ouled Abdelkader lineage, which encompasses
over 100 surnames and families and is considered among the earliest lineages and factions
constituting the city. Interviews were conducted with seven men and seven women. The
findings revealed that numerous rites are still practiced to this day, albeit not publicly, and that
many practices have become obsolete with the passage of time and the lack of
intergenerational transmission. Conversely, many rites are practiced even by those who are
unaware of their original significance; they are merely replicating what they observed from
their parents.

Keywords: Marriage rites, communicative system, cultural and social identity, Ouled

Abdelkader lineage "Gemare city".
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