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Ethnic conflicts: A study of the concept, explanatory approaches, and dimension
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Abstract:

This article addresses the phenomenon of ethnic conflicts in terms of
concepts, approaches, and dimensions. This phenomenon has become one of the
most important phenomena in terms of international policy issues, particularly

after the end of the Cold War. The types of conflicts have changed from
international to internal conflicts, and ethnic groups have emerged as new actors
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demanding their economic, political, cultural, linguistic, and religious rights. This
resulted in violent ethnic conflicts within a single State or between a group of
States, which engendered serious implications for societies, States entities and
their sovereignty.

This article highlights a series of findings, the most important of which is
that ethnic conflicts are an expression of the difference of interests between two or
more groups and of rivalry over issues related to economic, political, social or
regional problems. To understand and explain the nature of ethnic conflicts,
various approaches can be used, including Primordialist, Instrumentalist,
Constructivist, Ethno-Realist and Liberal approaches. Ethnic conflicts also have a
negative impact on states and societies in all areas.

Key words: conflicts; ethnic; ethnic conflicts; dispute; Identity.
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