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Abstract :

The study aimed to highlight the role of the African free trade area (AFCFTA) in stimulating
foreign trade, raising the following question: To what extent does the AFCFTA contribute to
the stimulation of foreign trade?

The study we conducted aims to understand the impact of AFCFTA agreement on economic
variables represented by foreign trade

We used historical approach to outline the most important theories explaining foreign trade,
then the descriptive approach to provide an overview of free trade areas, and analytical
approach to highlight the impact of free trade areas on foreign trade activity

The study concluded that the AFCFTA agreement has several positive effects on the
economies of the member states. it leads to an increase in intra-African trade which
contributes to strengthening participation in global trade and enhancing economic growth that
creates new job opportunities, improves infrastructure, attracts foreign investment and builds
competitiveness to face major economic blocs.

Keywords : foreign trade ,African free trade areas , African continental free trade agreement
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4.0 59 445.3 520.7 1l 1.9 2.2 240.0 215.9 REYRI -11
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2.2 1.7 246.4 1475 bl 1.6 1.6 205.5 159.8 T -13
2.1. 24 239.3 217.1 ©ske 1.3 0.1 167.4 13.3 Gy -14
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6 5 5 4 3 2 2 5 Losil
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4 5 4 3 4 7 6 4 L

5 4 4 4 6 5 5 4 aiae
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6 10 10 7 8 2 22 24 el
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3 3 5 3 3 2 3 3 iy
16 17 13 15 17 16 17 17 of
12 13 14 16 14 17 19 20 Ll
5 6 5 9 5 5 6 4 s
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Source : COMESA-2022-ANNUAL-REPORT_-ENG p 12
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2022/2021 B A
30.00 13 10 9 1 0 0 0 7 g
0.00 4 4 4 4 6 4 4 5 P
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44.02 23227 16128 15264 20282 20475 20384 20214 20049 bt
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2.8 3.0 23 25 2.8 25 2.8 33 2.2 LS
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1 United Nations Economic Commission for Africa(ECA), 2019, p. 2
2 Dhruv. G, (2019), Figures of the week: Increasing intra-regional trade in Africa, brookings, AFRICA IN FOCUS:
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/africa-infocus/figures-of-the-week-increasing-intra-regional-trade-in-africa.
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4 United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA 2018 )
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https://www.wcoesaroch.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/UNCTAD-AfCFTA-Challenges-and-Oppportunities-of-Tariff-
Reductions.pdf

.03

Mining

IMesut Saygili, et.al, Op. Cit, P.14.
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3 African Continental Free Trade Area, Op. Cit, P. 3.
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 The world Bank, The Role of Trade in Ending Poverty, access date 13 September 2023, http:/rb.gy/iog4h
2 WORLD, African Free Trade Area can herald $12 billion growth for the continent’s automotive industry, 4 April 2023, http:/rb.qy/8zb4f
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