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Abstract:

This abstract summarizes the dissertation entitled The Maghrebian
Hadith Foundations in Fath al-Bari and Their Impact on Hadith
Jurisprudence According to Ibn Hajar] Hadith Jurisprudence,
submitted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the L.M.D. PhD
in Contemporary Hadith Studies. The thesis was prepared by: Kamel
eddine Lammouchi <under the supervision of Prof. Zatoun kherief

The study investigates the intellectual relationship between scholars of
the Islamic East—represented by Ibn Hajar al-Asgalani through his
commentary on Sahih al-Bukhari—and scholars of the Islamic West (the
Maghreb), particularly in their commentaries on major hadith
compilations. It examines the extent to which Maghrebi scholarship
influenced Ibn Hajar’s hadith jurisprudence in Fath al-Bari. Specifically,
the research analyzes how Ibn Hajar engaged with Maghrebi scholarship,
how he addressed the issues they raised, and what characterizes his
method of citation and critical engagement. The thesis thus seeks to
highlight the contributions of Maghrebi scholars to the study of hadith
literature and to demonstrate their substantial role in shaping the
development of hadith jurisprudence, particularly in relation to Ibn Hajar’s
methodological framework.

To achieve these aims, the study employs inductive, analytical, and
comparative methodologies. It systematically identifies the passages in
which Ibn Hajar drew upon Maghrebi authorities, analyzes the issues
discussed, examines the evidentiary arguments presented, and compares
scholarly positions in order to reach well-supported conclusions.

The dissertation consists of an introduction and two main chapters,
The first chapter addresses the theoretical foundations of the study. It
defines key concepts, identifies the Maghrebi scholars examined, and
introduces hadith jurisprudence as a discipline. It also provides
background on Ibn Hajar and his Fath al-Bari, and outlines the
contributions of Maghrebi scholars to hadith jurisprudence. The second
chapter presents applied case studies illustrating Ibn Hajar’s use of



Maghrebi principles and interpretations across various thematic areas of
hadith jurisprudence.

The findings demonstrate that Ibn Hajar relied extensively on
Maghrebi scholarship throughout his work. For example, his citations
from the commentary of Ibn Battal on Sahih al-Bukhari amount to
approximately 1,400 passages. More than 500 of these instances reflect
substantive engagement with  Maghrebi interpretive analysis,
underscoring the scholarly value of their commentaries on the Prophetic
hadith.

The study further shows that Maghrebi scholars devoted considerable
attention to the jurisprudence of the Prophetic hadith, particularly in
clarifying unfamiliar terminology, explicating linguistic nuances,
addressing juristic questions, evaluating evidentiary arguments, and
reconciling apparently conflicting narrations through principles such as
preference (tarjih). These methodological contributions significantly
informed Ibn Hajar’s own approach in Fath al-Bari.

In conclusion, the research establishes that Maghrebi scholarship
played a meaningful and demonstrable role in shaping Ibn Hajar’s hadith
jurisprudence and contributed substantially to the broader development of
hadith studies.
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