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Between the physical extinction of the state as a consequence of climate change
and the continuity of its legal existence: A new hypothesis in international law
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Abstract:

Scientific predictions of the effects of climate change suggest the possibility
of submerging the entire territory of island states due to the rising sea levels,
which would introduce new assumptions into international law, between the
extinction of a State as a result of the physical disappearance of its entire territory,
one of the constitutive elements of the State, which is an unprecedented situation
under international law and the possibility of maintaining the legal existence of a
State which has lost its entire territory. There has, therefore, been a development
of doctrine, including the emergence of new concepts of international law
concerning state transformations, such as the concept of a non-territorial state,
and climate displaced persons; and the proposition of possible solutions to
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understand and control a crisis that has not yet occurred, but should happen in the
near future for many island states.

Key words: Extinction of a state; Disappearance of territory; Island states;
Climate change.
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