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Abstract

This paper addresses the crisis of citizenship values in Arab societies and its direct
implications for security and stability in times of complex crises. It argues that
citizenship should not be reduced to a legal status but understood as a set of values—
participation, responsibility, justice, and equality—that reinforce the social contract.
The erosion of these values undermines trust between citizens and the state,
weakening social cohesion.

The study shows that the decline of citizenship values leads to political instability, the
spread of extremism and terrorism, state fragility and disintegration, as well as
regional and international consequences such as forced displacement and organized
crime. It further proposes practical pathways for restoring citizenship values through
social contract reform, inclusive policies, civic education, empowerment of youth and
women, and rights-based security governance.

The paper concludes that fostering active citizenship is not only a democratic or social
imperative but also a crucial security investment for the stability of Arab states and
societies in the face of crises.

Keywords

Citizenship, Community Security, Social Contract, Extremism, Political Stability,
Arab World, Complex Crises.
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