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Abstract

This study aims to explore the pragmatic dimension embedded in Arabic
lexicographical discourse through an analytical reading of selected entries from
Lisan al- ‘Arab, focusing specifically on the letter Lam as an applied model. The
research is based on the hypothesis that classical Arabic dictionaries, despite
their descriptive and etymological nature, encompass communicative and
pragmatic structures that require modern analytical tools to uncover what lies
beyond the surface of definitions.

The study demonstrates that meaning in the dictionary is not produced in
isolation from context and communicative intention; rather, it encompasses
patterns of speech acts, implicatures, and implicit directives that contribute to
the construction of knowledge, guide the reader, and engage in subtle
interaction. We employed Speech Act Theory and Conversational
Implicature as the main analytical frameworks, tracing the manifestations of
assertive, directive, commissive, declarative, and expressive acts, in addition to
identifying violations of Grice’s maxims (quantity, quality, manner, and
relevance), all within real lexical material.

The adopted methodology is descriptive, integrated with pragmatic
analytical mechanisms, combining conceptual grounding with textual
examination. The material is drawn from Lisan al-‘Arab, specifically entries
under the letter Lam, as a rich site for pragmatic realization. Throughout the
analysis, we observed recurrent features of implicit guidance, evaluative
commentary, promises, negation, and other pragmatic phenomena that reveal an
inherent communicative dimension in lexicographical construction.

The findings of the study confirm that Arabic lexicographical discourse can
be effectively re-read through a pragmatic lens, revealing multiple layers of
meaning and restoring the interactive relationship between the lexicographer and
the reader. Furthermore, Lisan al-‘Arab proves to be a rich resource for
pragmatic deconstruction, due to its structured presentation of information,
guiding strategies, and use of linguistic evidence—thus encouraging further
research along this analytical direction.

Keywords: Pragmatics, Lexicon, Speech Acts, Conversational Implicature.
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16 A al) A3l anlaa 5Lis -3
16 aaledl £lg5l -4
17 oshia O coad) Glad aaaa -5

(clgasil) ,cllaYl) anaadl o) 8 Al Jld) :J4Y) Juadl

22 A g
23 2SS Jladf 4y lail o atl) cuilad) Yl
23 Joe dis 3SY Jlad —1
24 Adlsl) Jladl J ppe ipiiati —2
25 kel 8 Jladllg §pdluall 45lady) Jladl) -3
>3 Olad o dgall Gany Julad) WMSH Jldi Al Akl cailad) : LSl

(34 @l 2 quad)
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29 LAY Sl Jadl) -1
37 bl O Jadl) -2
43 Jall) dada
, bl il ) anaal) o) B ALK S8y ;S Juadl)
(clidey)
45 adhygs
45 @) DSl Jadll -1
53 AN Sl Jadl) -2
62 Sy DSl Jadl) -3
(Ol Joad (alal) ¢y glasl) fam) (g iload) allicdy) AN Juadl)
71 A
72 @lsad) aBEaS g il culad) oY
72 Al aggda —1
72 adle] aaly aliliay) slid cig ks -2
73 @lsadl Al g 1gil -3
74 sl ablia) Lailad -4
74 Ahalasl) sacigdy oy glaill fasa
75 Bl (e A G gladl) fase =5
6 I wleal) BB e il Gany dilad) Aalil) qilad) Ll
(M) @l (2 qual) Glaad (a "o |68y (¢ glatl
76 asll 3acld -1
79 il Basld -2
84 43y k) sacd -3
89 dagdall 5acld —4
93 Juadl) LA
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