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Arabic Language Education for Algerian Children: Between Empowering Standard
Arabic and the Inevitable Use of Dialects
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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the linguistic reality, standard language versus dialect, in the educational
process. The teaching of Arabic to young learners in Algeria is currently challenged by multiple factors,
most notably the increasing infiltration of local dialects into educational contexts and their dominance as the
primary medium of communication across various spheres of life. This shift has led to significant linguistic
disruptions and disorders, undermining the status of Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) and allowing dialects
and foreign languages to take its place. These developments have destabilized the phonological and
grammatical systems of Arabic and polluted its lexical repertoire. Accordingly, there is a pressing need for
an in-depth diagnosis of the current educational situation in Algeria to explain the decline of MSA in
everyday communication and the simultaneous rise and spread of dialects.

Key words: Language pedagogy, children's language education, dialects, Modern Standard Arabic,
linguistic usage.
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