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Feuerbach's Psychological Interpretation of religion
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Abstract

The human religion of Fuerbach is based on psychological rather than historical basis, based on a feeling of
dependence. Feeling is the basis of religion and heart is the essence of it. Human is inherently a religious being,
and hence we can understand the ambiguity that considers our human nature.

This psychological interpretation of religion is essentially related to the idea of projection or so-called
religious alienation. That is, religion is an involuntary projection of wishes and essentials of human nature, as
the religious criticism of Fuerbach relates in essence to psychological interpretation, which has its origins in
three fundamental sources that explain the meaning and concept of human religion of Fuerbach, these sources
are fear, love, and feeling of dependence.
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- Feuerbach L, (1850): La mort et I'immortalité, Qu'est-ce que la religion?: d'apres la
nouvelle philosophie allemande, Paris : Ladrange, Garnieb freres.
- Feuerbach L, (1968), L’Essence du christianisme, Paris : éd Maspero.
- Feuerbach L. (1967), Lectures on the Essence of Religion, New York: Harper &
Row.
- Helmut W. (2003), Is Man's Wish the Father of the Gods? Comments on the

Theogony by Ludwig Feuerbach, http://ludwig-feuerbach.de/index.html?/
theogonie.htm.
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