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The Social Life of the Sufis in Béjaia During the 7th Hijri Century (13th

(Century CE

This study holds great significance as it sheds light on the contributions of
the Sufis in reforming the society of Béjaia during the 7th Hijri century
(13th century CE) and restoring its balance after it had been plagued by
corruption and social decay. While Béjaia had become an economic and
political power, this very status led to societal imbalances, prompting us to
explore this topic. Most studies have focused on Béjaia's economic and
political strength during this period, neglecting the social aspect, which

.had a profound influence on these two factors

In the 7th Hijri / 13th century CE, Sufism in Béjaia reached its peak and

:worked to restore societal equilibrium through the following

First, the common people were drawn to the Sufis, respecting and
venerating them for their asceticism and devotion, which was evident in

.their attire, food, drink, morals, and interactions with others

Second, the Sufis aided the lower classes, especially during crises and
natural disasters. They mediated conflicts, combated extravagance and
moral decay, and advocated for the people before the rulers. Their
assistance even extended to self-sacrifice, while the authorities, the
wealthy, and the elite often proved incapable of helping. This earned the

.Sufis deep reverence and caused the masses to rally around them

Third, the Sufis also influenced the authorities and jurists. The Aimohad
rulers sought to align themselves with the Sufis, using them as a means

.to gain public approval due to their widespread popularity
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Fourth, as for the Hafsid rulers, their closeness to the Sufis stemmed from
the rulers' admiration and veneration for them, as well as their desire to

.ensure the loyalty of the masses

Fifth, regarding the jurists, the literalist jurists exploited their proximity to
the authorities to plot against the Sufis and incite the rulers against them,
fearing the growing popularity of the Sufis and its threat to their own
status. Meanwhile, the Salafist jurists were in constant conflict with the

.philosophical Sufis

Sixth, in addition, the Sufis played a prominent role in the intellectual and
religious spheres. They educated and enlightened the society of Béjaia,
spreading Islamic teachings and attempting to convert Jewish and
Christian newcomers to Islam. Their influence was not limited to Béjaia

.but extended across much of the Islamic Maghreb

In conclusion, the Sufis of Béjaia made significant contributions to society,
impacting not only the common people but all social classes, leaving a

.lasting positive influence

This translation maintains the original meaning while ensuring clarity and

readability in English. Let me know if you'd like any refinements
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