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Abstract

Ibn Khaldun views education not merely as a transfer of knowledge but
as a social process aimed at cultivating human beings intellectually, morally,
and socially. His philosophy of education is closely tied to his broader concept
of civilization (‘umre‘m), where education serves as a pillar for the rise and
sustainability of societies. He distinguishes between meaningful learning
based on understanding and the superficial acquisition of knowledge through
rote memorization. He emphasized gradual learning and the necessity of
respecting individual differences among learners, warning against harsh or
overwhelming pedagogical methods which may hinder students' natural

receptiveness.

Drawing from his vast experience in political and social life, lon Khaldun

analyzed educational practices of his time and noted that the quality of



education is influenced by the overall state of the polity. When the state is
strong, education thrives; when the state weakens, intellectual and
educational life declines. He criticized traditional modes of education that
focused solely on memorizing texts without developing critical thinking or
ethical character. For him, moral development is inseparable from intellectual

education, and both are essential to building well-rounded individuals.

He also held that teachers must be skilled in both the science they
teach and the art of gradual instruction. Excessive severity, he argued,
damages the student’s spirit and produces passive personalities rather than
creative ones. He advocated for an integrative approach to knowledge, where
religious, rational, and linguistic sciences complement each other, provided
they are taught through experiential learning and reflection. The ultimate goal
of education, in Ibn Khaldun’s view, is to achieve human perfection and foster

a just, cohesive society.

In analyzing the educational systems of his era, Ibn Khaldun noted
significant differences between regions. In the Maghrib (Northwest Africa),
teaching was often harsh and focused on memorization, whereas Eastern
models showed more balance. Though he did not present a formal
pedagogical system by modern standards, his ideas reflect a pragmatic
philosophy rooted in ethical, societal, and developmental concerns. His
thought anticipates many contemporary debates on education, such as
learner—centered approaches, the integration of ethics in curricula, and the

role of education in social transformation.



The continued relevance of Ibn Khaldun’s thought lies in its capacity to
address modern educational dilemmas, especially within the Arab and Islamic
contexts. His insistence on aligning education with social needs, fostering
critical thinking, and moral integrity makes his insights valuable for today’s
educators and reformers. By connecting educational practice to civilizational
goals and personal development, Ibn Khaldun laid a timeless foundation for a

humanistic and context—aware philosophy of education
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