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The Reality of the Red Meat Sector in Algeria
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Abstract
The red meat sector in Algeria represents the primary source of agricultural revenue. In 2021,

national production reached approximately 537,000 tons, providing an average of 12.04 kg per
person per year, which is significantly below the global average of 34 kg per person per year.

To address this situation, the Algerian authorities launched a national program in 2010
through ALVIAR (Algérienne des Viandes Rouges) to modernize the red meat sector. The program
aimed to restructure farms, develop infrastructure, regulate the market, and strengthen health
control.

Despite completing most of the investments by 2022, the program failed to achieve its
planned objectives. Today, the red meat sector in Algeria faces numerous challenges, including the
relatively low national production that remains insufficient to meet domestic demand, high red meat
prices, weak linkage between production and processing, inadequate health monitoring, public
sector complexities, heavy reliance on imports, and the absence of a strategic plan capable of
adapting to challenges.

These obstacles highlight the urgent need for structural reforms and better coordination
among all stakeholders to ensure self-sufficiency and secure national red meat supplies. Such
measures are essential to improve the nutritional situation of Algerian citizens and reduce
dependency on foreign sources for red meat.

Keywords: red meat, per capita red meat consumption in Algeria, national red meat production, red meat
imports, dependency on foreign sources.
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Source: Chehat F., et Bir A., 2008. Le développement durable de systémes d’élevage durables en
Algérie : contraintes et perspectives, colloque international « développement durable des productions
animales : enjeux évaluation et perspectives », INA, Alger
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Source: Benfrid. M, La commercialisation du bétail et de la viande rouge en Algérie, CIHEAM,
Options Méditerranéennes, 1988, P: 186.
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	تتوقف أعداد قطعان الماشية على وفرة الغذاء. في الجزائر هذا العنصر يتميز بالندرة النسبية بسبب تأثير عامل الجفاف وكذا تأثير الزحف العمراني وكذا تعقد إجراءات استيراد الأعلاف.
	يؤدي نقص الأمطار وارتفاع درجات الحرارة إلى نقص حاد في الموارد المائية والغطاء النباتي، مما يضطر المربين لبيع أجزاء من قطعانهم بأسعار منخفضة لتأمين العلف للباقي، وبالتالي انخفاض الأعداد على المستوى الوطني.

