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Abstract

This paper examines the relationship between the Makhzen system and the
tribes in Morocco during the nineteenth century, a pivotal period in the country's
history that witnessed major political, economic, and social transformations. The
research focuses on the development of the Makhzen system, which served as
the administrative and financial apparatus of the Moroccan state, and how it
dealt with internal and external challenges, particularly colonial pressure from
European powers. The research examines the evolution of the Makhzen
structure, including the military, political, and judicial systems, as well as the
methods of tax collection and the management of the country's affairs. It also
sheds light on the Moroccan tribes that formed the social fabric of Morocco. The
relationship between the Makhzen and the tribes was characterized by tension
and complexity. Some tribes were loyal to the Makhzen, such as the Kish tribes,
who provided military services in exchange for land grants, while other tribes,
such as the Siba tribes, rejected the Makhzen's authority and rebelled against it.
The memorandum also touched upon the difficult economic conditions that
Morocco experienced due to drought and heavy taxes, which affected social and
economic life. It also addressed the cultural transformations of this period, such
as the decline of traditional religious influence and the emergence of a reform
movement under the supervision of some sultans. In general, the memorandum
highlights the complexities of the relationship between the central authority and
the tribes during a difficult period, as the tribes dealt with the Makhzen between
submission and resistance, which made the relationship between them fragile
and unstable.

Key words: The Makhzen system and tribes in Morocco, the structure of the
Makhzen, the Kish tribes, the Siba tribes, the economic conditions, the
Makhzen's power.



