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Abstract

This study aims to examine the effectiveness of reading comprehension in
developing critical thinking skills among fourth—year middle school learners. To
achieve this objective, the descriptive—analytical method was employed, upported
by an exploratory study using a questionnaire directed at Arabic language
teachers. The goal was to capture their perceptions and evaluations of the extent
to which reading comprehension contributes to the development of critical
thinking. A sample of 26 Arabic language teachers who teach fourth—year middle
school classes was selected. The study was conducted during the final term of
the 2024-2025 academic year, across 10 middle schools located in the EI-Oued
district, under the supervision of the Directorate of Education for ElI Oued
Province. The findings revealed that most teachers recognize the significant role
of reading comprehension in fostering critical thinking skills. Reading
comprehension has a positive impact on several critical thinking skills, including
interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and inference. Additionally, it plays an
important role in enabling students to explain information logically and clearly, and
it serves as a motivating factor in developing self-regulation skills among fourth—
year middle school learners.

Keywords:

Reading comprehension, critical thinking, interpretation skill, analysis skill,
evaluation skill, inference skill, explanation skill, self-regulation skill,

fourth—year middle school students.



