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Abstract:

The maritime transport sector is gaining special importance in the Arab region in light of the
region’s location and its natural resources, especially oil and gas. The stimulation of this
sector and its increase in competitiveness are positively reflected in many other sectors, and it
1s necessary to take advantage of the strategic geographic location of the Arab countries to
increase the competitiveness of the transport sector, and to measure the competitiveness of the
transport sector, several measures and performance indicators are used to evaluate sub-sectors
within it, including the Logistic Performance Index, In addition to the index of linking the
country's ports to the world's ports. This study aims to contribute to improving knowledge of
the maritime transport sector in the Arab countries, as we analyzed the logistics services index
for Arab seaports, as well as the indicator of the connection of these countries' ports to world
ports during the period (2010-2018), and this is using the various statistics issued by the Arab
Monetary Fund and indicators Global development issued by the World Bank.

The study found that the logistics sector in many Arab ports, especially the non-oil Arab
countries, has not developed with the same global development, and this is due to its inability
to adapt to modern technological developments, which have had serious implications for
competitiveness, and the efficiency of maritime transport varies. There is great variation in the
region, as some ports are characterized by great productivity, while others do not.

Keywords: Maritime transport; Arab countries; Ports; Logistical services; Ports link
indicator.
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