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The Innovation of the Abbasid Poem between Natural ‘Attabaa’ and Crafted
‘Asanaa’ Style: A Comparative Critical Study of Abu Tammam and Al-Buhturi
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Abstract:

This study investigates the structure of the Abbasid poem and its effect on shaping the poetic image. It
examines the innovation introduced between the natural (astabaa) and crafted (asanaa) stylistic approaches.
This issue has sparked huge critical debate, and the most prominent one was the comparison between the
two Abbasid poets, Al -Buhturi and Abu Tammam, by linking artistic rhythm with imagery and the meaning it
conveys. Using a comparative critical approach based on examining three poetic components, the poem’s
form and artistic rhythm, the language and poetic image, the themes and poetic intentions, and by studying
Al-Buhturi’s poetry followed by that of Abu Tammam, as well as identifying the similarities and differences,
the study concluded that Al-Buhturi represents the ‘“natural style” (artabaa) characterized by fluidity,
moderation, and sensory beauty. However, Abu Tammam represents the “crafted style” (asanaa), marked by
grandeur, intellectual depth, and extensive use of rhetorical devices and abstract meanings. This difference
sparked critical debate and innovation in the Abbasid Arabic poem.

Key words: Abbasid poem, poetic innovation, natural and crafted style ‘attabaa‘ and ‘asanaa’, Al-Buhturi,
Abu Tammam.
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