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WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement and its Economic repercussions for
Developing and Least Developed Countries
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: Abstract: This paper aims to: Firstly, to identify the possibility of a new and different approach to the WTO
i Trade Facilitation Agreement in the way it deals with developing and least developed WTO members; Secondly, to
¢ evaluation the repercussions of this TFA on the economies of these countries. In order to achieve these objectives in
the previous order, the study used the following two methods: Analyze the content of the TFA in light of its
i comparison with the practices and rules already established by the Organization with regard to the principle of special :
i and differential treatment, Evaluate the results of a sample of empirical studies on the economic implications of the i
i TFA. The study reached two main findings: Firstly, the TFA carries with it unprecedented new preferential advantages
: for developing and least developed countries, a major departure from the traditional practice of the WTO in this regard;
i secondly, the trade facilitation measures undertaken by the TFA have positive repercussions on their economies.
Keywords: Trade Facilitation Agreement, World Trade Organization, Developing and Least Developed Countries,
i Special and Differential Treatment. E
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Source: McDougall, Robert. 2017. Evaluating the Implementation Obligations of the Trade Facilitation Agreement in the
Context of Existing Multilateral Trade Rules. Geneva: International Centre for Trade and Sustainable Development (ICTSD), P 4.
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Source: WTO, Easing the flow of goods across borders Trade Facilitation, 2014.
https://www.wto.org/english/thewto _e/20y_e/wto_tradefacilitation_e.pdf
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