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Abstract : The ornate sarcophagi are considered among the most
important archeological documents, through which the ancients
expressed their religious beliefs, and their artistic prowess. Rich in their
iconographic corpus linked to everyday life, such as grazing scenes,
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hunting war scenes, marriage contracts, or those linked to religious life,
in which mythological themes occupy a very large place. Indeed, the
present study includes three pieces of unequal importance, bearing on
their front faces one of the most widespread Christian themes in North
Africa, that of the good shepherd. Our choice fell on this subject, because
of the deep significance of this theme linked to the Christian faith
inspired by the Torah and the Gospel and on the other hand, because of
the difference in the models available to us, in terms of their general
shape and the materials used in their construction.

key words: sarcophagus, Sculpture, iconography, the good shepherd,
funeral Art.
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