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—SECREF— INFORMATION
OCT 1 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRES?NT

)
FROM: Henry A. Kissinger o°
&

SUBJECT: Report on Libyan Coup

At my request the State Department has produced & memorandum
(attached) explaining the reasons for the recent coup in Libya and
why it apparently was a surprise to the US Governmant. State's
main points, concurred in by ClA:

1 The military coup by a group of young, low ranking officers

on Septamber 1 was & surprise only in terms of timing and
the identity of its leadership. For some time, there were conspic-
uous sigge that serious threats were developing to aged King Idrie'
absolute monarchy. The most salient of these were:

-« radicalization of Arab opinion, especially after the
Arab-laraelt War in 1967;

-~ large scale corruption as the result of large devel-
opment expenditures {inanced by soaring eil revenues;

-= ineffectual leadership by the throne.

These and other factors created a climats for change which was
exploited by discontented, able, younger elements within the

Libyan army.
2. Several factors contributed to the sufgprise slement of
the coup:

-- The impenetrability of Libyan society. Not sven the
British, primarily responsible for training the Libyan

SECRET—

NSS, State Dept. reviews completed

No Objection to Declassification in Full 2013/03/26 : LOC-HAK-287-1-4-8
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Libya coup while
King is away

From DAVID HIRST, Beirut, September 1

It is five months since the junior

3¢ officers brought off their coup in

Tripoli. What has happened since

then? CAMPBELL PAGE has been
' there investigating.
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1-Anthony McDermott. Libya coup

in the Guardian. 27/1/1970.

2— Anthony McDermott. the way to

Published in the Guardian,1969/9/2.
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Summary:

This study sheds light on the political, cultural conditions and
economic, social. in Libya during the monarchy before the coup of
the first of September 1969, and the changes that took place at that
time, Then | studied the reasons and the events that made the "Free
Unionist Officers" under the leadership of the leader Muammar
Gaddafi, to overthrow the Monarchy in Libya, and proclaiming the
establishment of the republican system, At the conclusion of the
study, we discussed the international positions taken by the countries
of the world towards the military coup on September 1, 1969 in

Libya.
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