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The Parliamentary Inquiry as a Mechanism for Exercising Control
over the Acts of the Executive Power
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Abstract:

Successive Algerian constitutions stipulate that members of parliament have
the right to establish commissions of inquiry within the scope of the parliamentary
jurisdiction. In this context, the revised Algerian constitution of 2020 affirmed that
"every chamber of parliament within its jurisdiction can at any time establish
committees of inquiry to investigate issues of public interest *'.
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However, the activation of the supervisory function of the parliament does
not depend just on mentioning this mechanism in the provision of the constitution,
but extends to the efficiency of this mechanism to hold members of the government
accountable for their involvement in issues under investigation concerning the
public interest.

This research paper tries to determine to which extent the Algerian
constitution, which has been deeply controversial, has redressed the weakness
concerning the commissions of inquiry to control the acts of the government, as a
response to the aspirations of the new Algeria based on the values of transparency
and the rule of law.

Key words: Parliamentary control committees; parliamentary oversight; the
relationship between the legislative and executive branches; the Algerian
constitution; government accountability.
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