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Abstract:

This study aims at highlighting the treatment of social issues in Algerian comedy
cinema in the movie “Al saha (The Square)” by Dahmane Ouzid (2010). The purpose of this
study is to identify the most important social issues that the previously mentioned movie dealt
with. We chose this topic in order to explore the status of the social issues discussed in
Algerian comedies through the chosen movie.

This study's beginning point was the following main question: “How did Algerian comedies
address social issues through the film “Al Saha (The Square)¢”

This study seeks to achieve several goals, most importantly:

- Highlighting the concept and historical evolution of comedy in cinema and Algerian

comedies.

- exploring the effective role of comedies and how it addresses social issues in Algerian
society.

- ldentifying the various social issues that Algerian comedies addressed through the

movie under study.

- this study aspires to be an organized information and data base on the subject of social
issues in cinema for future learners to benefit from.

In this study, we relied on the semiological analysis approach to analyse the various
implicit and hidden connotations in the movie in other words sample of the study, where we
selected 06 clips, each of which represents an issue in Algerian society, in addition to the
beginning and the ending generic.

We divided the analysis into two parts. The first part included an analysis of the
selected passages using Christian Matz’s approach, while the second part was based on
Roland Barthes’ approach on both the explicit and implicit levels.

Through this study, we reached several results, the most important of which are:

- Algerian cinematic comedy dealt with several topics and social issues in order to
change social reality.
Algerian comedies focuses on presenting its content to the youth and tries to embody the

young generation's suffering and problems, but in a satirical comedy form
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