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The pre-lIslamic poem in light of contextual approaches
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Abstract:

Pre-Islamic poetry has always captivated the attention of critics, who found its
texts to be an unparalleled challenge. The genre has been meticulously studied and
examined through a range of critical activities such as reception, analysis,
admiration, and interpretation. Notably, scholars such as Taha Hussein and Youssef
Al-Youssef have applied contextual methodologies to pre-Islamic poetry in their
respective works. Hussein employed a historical approach in his book "Hadith Al-
Arb'a,"” while Al-Youssef employed a psychological approach in his book "Research
on Al-Mu'allagat." Through their efforts, these critics sought to uncover hidden
masterpieces and unlock the secrets of this enigmatic literary genre. This research
paper delves into the unique approach of both critics towards pre-Islamic poetry and
highlights the importance of a clear and rigorous critical process.

Key words: Pre-Islamic poetry, Taha Hussein, Youssef Al-Youssef, historical
approach, psychological approach.
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