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Abstract

This study explores the expressive styles in Surah Al-Mujadila through a linguistic and
rhetorical analysis aimed at revealing the role these styles play in constructing the Qur’anic
discourse and fulfilling its communicative function. The study begins with a central research
question: How do expressive styles contribute to achieving the communicative function in
Surah Al-Mujadila? And to what extent do they influence the transmission of meaning and
guide the audience?

The thesis is divided into two main chapters. In the first chapter, we discussed the concepts of
style, expression, and communication, in addition to classifying expressive styles into
declarative and constructive forms, while identifying the functions of each.

The second chapter is applied in nature. In the first section, we presented a brief overview of
Surah Al-Mujadila—its name, number of verses, and position in the Qur’an—along with the
context of its revelation. The Surah opens with the case of Khawla bint Tha‘laba, who
complained to the Prophet (peace be upon him) about her husband’s zihar. Allah responded to
her plea, and the opening verses of the Surah were revealed. This event explains the naming
of the Surah as Al-Mujadila ("The Woman Who Disputes"), and it is also referred to by other
names such as "Qad Sami‘a" and "Surat al-Zihar". The Surah addresses various social, legal,
and theological issues, such as the ruling on zihar, the etiquette of private counsel, the
prohibition of allying with the enemies of Allah, and the characteristics of true believers.

The Surah also serves general purposes including legislation, discipline, moral education,
faith-building, and the organization of social relations within the Muslim community,
reflecting its strong communicative dimension.

The second section of the chapter was dedicated to analyzing the expressive styles found in
Surah Al-Mujadila. The study showed that the Surah is rich in both declarative and
constructive styles, each fulfilling various communicative functions such as guidance,
reprimand, glorification, warning, and encouragement.

The declarative style is used to affirm doctrinal and legal truths, while the constructive style is
employed for functional purposes such as commands, prohibitions, vocatives, and wishes—
enhancing the communicative effectiveness of the Qur’anic discourse and making the
message more engaging and impactful for the audience.

The study followed a descriptive-analytical approach, drawing on various sources in rhetoric,
exegesis, and linguistics, and concluded that the Qur’anic discourse in Surah Al-Mujadila is
based on a precise stylistic diversity that serves the intended meanings and ensures its
communicative and educational impact.

Keywords: Expressive styles, Declarative style, Interrogative style



