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Abstract

This study seeks to explore the extent to which digital media—specifically, El Jadid Digital
Radio—contributes to raising university students’ awareness of various social issues. The
research is guided by the following central question:

To what extent does El Jadid Digital Radio enhance the awareness of University of EI Oued
students regarding social issues?

To address this question, the study aims to achieve several objectives, most notably: identifying
the impact of digital radio on students' awareness, evaluating the nature of their engagement with
its content, measuring its role in shaping social behavior, and analyzing the variation in this
impact based on demographic variables.

The study holds particular importance in light of current transformations in the media landscape
and the growing reliance of students on digital platforms as primary sources of information and
awareness. It also seeks to bridge a knowledge gap in academic research on digital
communication within the university context.

Methodologically, the research adopts a descriptive survey approach, employing a questionnaire
as the primary data collection tool. The questionnaire was designed to cover six key dimensions:
demographic data, knowledge of the radio station, listening habits, awareness level, perceptions,
and behavioral and social impacts. It was administered to a purposive quota sample of 100
students, selected from a research population of 489 students across various academic levels in
the Department of Media and Communication at the University of El Oued.

The results indicate that the sample realistically represented the demographic structure of the
student population in terms of gender, age, and academic level, providing a solid foundation for
an accurate analysis of media awareness. The findings also revealed a relatively high level of
awareness of the digital radio, with most respondents expressing familiarity with it, showing a
clear preference for accessing it via smartphones, particularly in the morning hours.

Furthermore, the study highlighted a tangible presence of El Jadid Digital Radio in students’
media consumption habits. While the frequency of follow-up varied, the majority of participants
demonstrated a positive connection to its content—especially socially oriented awareness
programs such as Good Morning, Inspirers, and Pioneers. A significant number of students
expressed interest in the issues addressed, particularly those related to youth, women, and
unemployment.

In terms of impact, the results confirmed that the digital radio plays an effective role in
enhancing students’ awareness and broadening their social understanding. It also encourages
discussion and participation, with many students displaying a willingness to verify and share
information—reflecting a shift toward more conscious and accountable media behavior.
Additionally, a substantial portion of the respondents acknowledged that the radio had indeed
influenced their views on certain social topics.



In conclusion, the study demonstrates that El Jadid Digital Radio serves as an effective medium
for social awareness, with a notable capacity to influence the awareness and behavior of
university students. However, it also underscores the need for greater engagement and
motivation, content development that aligns with youth expectations, and a focus on involving
students in content production and discussion—using accessible language that resonates with the
local context.

Keywords: Digital Radio, Social Awareness, University Students, Social Issues.
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