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The colonial detention centers in the Wadi Righ region such as Bireu Arab,
the civil prison, Kedia Center, and Dar El Aloui were among the key tools used
by the French administration to suppress the Algerian Revolution and isolate it
from its popular support. Among these, the "DOP House," locally known as
"Dar Sheikh" in Touggourt, stood out. Established in 1957, it served as a center
for torture and interrogation under the supervision of specially trained French
officers. It operated under a strict system and functioned as an intelligence hub
employing informants to monitor and track activists. Prisoners endured
inhumane living conditions and systematic physical and psychological torture,
making it a symbol of colonial repression in southeastern Algeria.

Keywords: Wadi Righ, DOP detention center, Dar Sheikh, Touggourt,

French colonialism, Algerian Revolution.
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