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Abstract:

During the eighth and ninth centuries AH (fourteenth and fifteenth
centuries AD), the Hijaz, especially Mecca and Medina, witnessed a
distinguished scholarly presence of a number of Maghreb scholarly families,
who contributed to the scientific, cultural and religious life of the region. One of
the most important sources documenting this presence is “The Shining Light of
the People of the Ninth Century” by Shams al-Din al-Sakhawi (831-902
AH/1428-1496 AD), in which he monitored the biographies of a number of
scholars from Maghreb scholarly families who settled in the Hijaz seeking
knowledge and disseminating it, or residing in the holy places. Al-Sakhawi
mentioned the names of several Maghreb scholarly families whose members
were distinguished by knowledge, jurisprudence and teaching, which confirms
that the Maghreb presence in the Hijaz during the medieval period was not
fleeting, but rather influential, and contributed to the cultural communication
between Maghreb and the Islamic East. This scholarly interaction reflected the
extent of the connection between the two regions during that period.

Keywords: Maghreb scientific families, Hijaz, Mecca, Medina, Islamic
Maghreb.
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