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Criticizing Woman’s Image in Qumashah Alyan’s Female Spider
and Dirty Eyes
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Abstract:

Contemporary Gulf women's novels have mostly been engaged in
representing Gulf women, portraying their realities, and wagering on
changing them through exposing Gulf women's conditions, highlighting
their suffering and condemning male domination and violence. In closer
harmony with the Saudi government policies, these women writers have
contributed, since the start of the millennium, to the empowerment of
women and the consolidation of their identity in several areas.

Qumashah Alyan is one of the most prominent Saudi and Gulf
women novelists who works, in most of her literary works, on providing
new image for women and highlights various shades of their human, social
and cultural lives. In her novels "Female Spider" and "Dirty Eyes", she
sheds light on the reality of women and their presence in society which
keeps their images dangling between: strength and weakness, freedom and
manipulation, rejection and submissiveness, and many other pulls that
contribute to the analysis of women's images and diagnosis their reality.

In light of feminist criticism and their fundamental issues, authors
have tried to question the presence of women and to criticize the images of
women in Qumashah Alyan’s novels.

key words: image; Gulf women literature; Saudi women novel;
women empowerment; patriarchal domination; Qumashah Alyan.
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