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The historical and urban dimensions of the Mediterranean Basin in the novel
“al Diwan al Asparti” of Abd al WahabAissaoui
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Abstract: This paper aims at revealing the historical and urban dimensions of the
Mediterranean Basin in the novel “al Diwan al Asparti” of the Algerian writer
Abd al WahabAissaoui. The study axes investigate the sea as a historical narrative
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imagination mentioned in the novel in a different manner from what the reader is
used to. Thus, its image moved from aestheticism to the historical depiction that
makes it a maritime route for transporting the French colonizer to the shores of
Algeria that had been stable under the Ottoman protection. Besides, the
Mediterranean represented an urban passage that transmitted the Western
civilization with all its images to the other bank of Africa. In this regard, the Port
of SidiFredj, and Algiers, were the gate to a new colonial era.

The aim of this study is answering the following problematics: how was
the sea employed in the novel “Diwan al Asparti”? What are its historical and
urban dimensions because it was employed in a historical novel? Is it an important
and efficient element in the narrative process?

key words: sea; novel of “Diwan al Asparti; Abd al WahabAissaoui; the
cultural dimensions; the historical dimensions;
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