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Abstract:

The present study aimed to explore the nature of religious discourse addressed to
the general public in the Oued Souf region through Friday sermons, by
conducting an evaluative stylistic analysis of the sermon entitled “Workers’
Rights in Islam.” It sought to identify the expressive characteristics as well as
the linguistic and rhetorical devices employed by the preacher in constructing
his discourse and achieving its communicative and persuasive objectives.
Religious discourse is not merely a means of conveying Islamic rulings and
religious knowledge; rather, it constitutes an influential tool for guiding
individual and collective behavior and reinforcing religious and social values,
particularly when addressed to a general audience with diverse cultural and
intellectual backgrounds.

This study adopted the stylistic approach, as it is particularly appropriate for
identifying the expressive features of discursive texts and analyzing their
linguistic and aesthetic structures. The descriptive-analytical approach was
also employed to describe and analyze stylistic phenomena and relate them to
their religious and social contexts.

The findings revealed that religious discourse addressed to the general public in
the Oued Souf region is characterized by its strong connection to Islamic
references as well as to the local social and cultural context. Its effectiveness in
fulfilling its communicative function depends on the careful selection of
vocabulary, the use of both declarative and non-declarative structures, and the
employment of rhetorical and argumentative devices that make meanings more
accessible to the audience. The study also demonstrated that the Friday sermon
represents an important communicative space that combines religious, guidance-
oriented, and social functions. Furthermore, the discourse on workers’ rights in
Islam illustrates the capacity of religious discourse to address societal issues and
to establish a connection between Islamic values and lived social realities.
Accordingly, the study of religious discourse in the Oued Souf region reveals
the interaction between language, religion, and local culture, while highlighting
the role of oral discourse in preserving social values and transmitting religious
meanings through forms of expression suited to the characteristics of the target
audience.

Keywords: Religious discourse, Friday sermon, stylistics, stylistic analysis,
public-oriented discourse, workers’ rights in Islam, Oued Souf, folk literature.
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