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Research Summary

The Treaty of Ouchy-Lausanne in 1912 marked a decisive
turning point in Libya's history. It led to the Ottoman Empire's
withdrawal from Tripolitania and its ceding it to Italy. Libyans
viewed this as an abandonment by the Ottoman authorities,
opening the door wide for the Italian colonial project. At the
beginning of the occupation, the Italians faced fierce resistance
from the Libyans, led by prominent leaders such as Ramadan al-
Suwaihli in Misrata and Abd al-Nabi Balkhair in Fezzan. Initially,
the relationship between them was friendly, and they played a
pivotal role in the Battle of Qardabiya in 1915, which was
considered one of the most prominent epics of the national
struggle . However, this stage was not without internal challenges,
as disagreements emerged between the leaders of the resistance.
Particularly between al-Suwaihli and Balkhair, this was a result of
differing political visions and tribal aftiliations. Al-Suwaihli sought
to establish independent local rule, while Balkhair favored a policy
of appeasement and balance of power. These divisions weakened
the unity of the resistance, and Italy saw in them an opportunity
to inflame internal conflict through a policy of "divide and

conquer.” This contributed to the weakening of the resistance
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front in western Libya. Despite the attempts of loyal nationalists,
such as the Reform Party and the Reform Commission, to mend
the rift and unify the position, their efforts were unsuccesstul.
Thus, the internal division led to a decline in the momentum of
the national struggle and prevented the formation of a unified
front capable of eftectively confronting the Italian occupation at

that fateful stage in Libya's history.
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