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The role of cavalry of Malta and the cavalry of Saint Stephen
in Mediterranean maritime piracy during the modern era
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This article examines the role of cavalry organizations in
maritime piracy activity in the Mediterranean during the modern era, as
Abstract. | two important organizations emerged during this period and had an
active presence in this field. These are related to the organization of the
Knights of Malta and the organization of Saint Stephen. The emergence
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of these two organizations was initially linked to the military conflict
during the tenth century AH/ sixteenth century AD, between the Islamic
powers, led by the Ottoman states and their provinces in the eastern and
western Mediterranean on the one hand, and the Christian forces led by
the Spanish Empire and its allies, especially the Persian organizations
and the political procuratorates in the Italian peninsula. ...etc., on the
other hand. If these organizations represented a military arm within the
Christian military alliance during this century, they later played,
especially during the seventeenth century AD/eleventh century AH, a
functional role on behalf of the coalition forces, by carrying out maritime
piracy operations against the navy and Islamic coasts.

These operations had repercussions on the navy and coasts of Islamic
cities in the Mediterranean, by threatening the security of Muslim
nationals, especially merchants and pilgrims, and seizing their various
material and financial properties, which opened the door to maritime
conflict in the Mediterranean.

Keywords: maritime piracy, cavalry organizations, naval spoils, prisoners
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d’histoire moderne et contemporaine,tome35, N°3,1988,p364-367.
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25- Moulay Belhamissi: Marine et Marins d’Alger (1518-1830),tomel,
bibliothéque nationale d’Alger , Alger,1996,p39.
26-Riguccio Galluzzi : Histoire du grand duché de Toscane sous le gouv-
ernement des Médicis, tome3, 1782,p 69-70.
27-Anne Brogini :Malte frontiére de Chrétienté (1530-1670),bibliothéque des
¢écoles francaises d’ Athénes et de Rome ,2005,p 94.
28-Michel Fontenay :Op.cit, ,p377.
29- Anne Brogini: A I’aube d’une économie marchande le role de la course a
Malte au XVlIIe siécle, revue d’histoire maritime, N°17, Faculté des lettres,
université de Sorbonne, Paris,2013,p38.
30- Moulay Belhamissi : Course et contre course en Méditerranée ou comment
les algériens tombaient en esclavage(XV1e-1* tiers du XIX siécle, cahiers de
Méditerranée , centre de la Méditerranée moderne et contemporaine,
N°65,2002,p2 .
31- Jean Mathiex : Trafic et prix de Lhomme en Méditerranée aux XVlle et
XVllle siécles, Annale économies- sociétes- civilisations, 9eme annee,
N°2,libraire Armond Colin, 1954, p160.
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